The Growing Movement for Human Rights in the United States

[Impact Statement]
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Why Human Rights?
US Human Rights Fund
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e Human Rights Are Universal, and Apply to the United States
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tribunals a felt belief 8

framework for articulating concerns
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> certain rights are universal

specific set of advocacy strategies

system of international laws and

a
* w



> recognition of and reliance upon global norms
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> are interlinked)
> participation of those most affected
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> engagement in global networks and/or advocacy in international decision making
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e Human Rights are More Expansive than Civil Rights and Civil Liberties
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economic, social and cultural rights
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e Human Rights Approach Encourages Multi-Issue Cross-Constituency Activism and

Advocacy
+ 3 (I
* 3 "0
B /
Why Human Rights Now?
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’ Close to Home: Case Studies of Human Rights Work in the United States, 4 4 /00 !
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Human Rights as a Strategy
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e human rights’ emphasis on personal dignity inspires those directly affected to
agitate for change:

e human rights encompasses multiple issues relevant to people and communities more
readily than a single-identity focus. +

2 - 6 <
@ B - 8 -



e human rights uses an integrated advocacy approach that combines litigation, policy
advocacy, organizing and documentation. +
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e human rights norms provide concrete alternative policies around which groups can
organize. +
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e international human rights tribunals are more hospitable venues 3
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How Human Rights Has Been Effective in the U.S.
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e Environmental Justice: Human Rights Strategy Achieves Justice for a “Cancer

Alley” Community # 5 > 2 0= > A
+ I >
5 F
* 3
)
6 8
. TR ) _ . .

4 # ' $=&#" " =



e  Worker’s Rights! Coalition of Immokalee Workers $=) (l
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e Criminal Justice: International Advocacy and Pressure Halts Racial Profiling in a

Texas Border Community ) /00E 0 3 6 3
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e Women’s Rights: San Francisco Models Ordinance Based on International Anti-
Discrimination Law. ) , 1* 4
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e Police Torture: 4

A Growing Number of Funders
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The Grantmaking Strategy of the US Human Rights Fund
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strategic thought and advocacy
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